3o                        PADEREWSKI
if his meals had been badly cooked, if stimulation had not
been forthcoming from his friends, these circumstances
might have affected the start of a brilliant career. Vienna,
however, provided the conditions that he needed. It was
a city of great musical understanding ; but it had also all
the dash and brilliance of social life that the last decades
of the nineteenth century were able to provide so lavishly.
Paderewski did not frequent the imposing palaces around
the Schwarzenbergplatz ; Imperial parties, the vanity of
glittering jewels and waltzing uniforms, were not for his
entertainment. But he perceived them, he felt their intoxi-
cating rhythm behind the baroque fagades and the windows
with their damask curtains. And there were concerts
every night, brilliant opera, singers and musicians from all
over the world, anxious to please a highly critical public
and hoping for good notices in the Vienna press.
To Paderewski Vienna represented even more. As yet
politics played no part in his life ; he had no time for them.
But there was always a strong national consciousness in
him. Poles without a deep national consciousness hardly
existed^ and Paderewski was no exception, but rather a
particularly eminent example. Of all the big countries
surrounding his homeland none offered the Poles a more
pleasant, even if somewhat deceptive atmosphere than
Austria. Living in Petersburg, one would have been
perpetually conscious of the sufferings and injustices that
had been inflicted upon one's country by Russia. There
was in Berlin the absence of racial and personal sympathy
which Paderewski had been able to forget by his constant
preoccupation with his work. In Austria the Poles were
treated better than in Russia or in Germany, in Galicia
they possessed some form of local home rule, and were
not citizens of a second or third order. The refined
courtesy of the Viennese people would naturally appeal
more to a sensitive Pole than the more savage grandeur of
Russian culture. In Vienna national consciousness was
more at ease; the general atmosphere was sympathetic